


How Did We Get 
Here? 

•  Initiative petition backed 
by a volunteer group 
called Oklahomans for 
Health 

•  Gathered enough 
signatures to have their 
volunteer-written state 
question put on the 
ballot 

•  June 26, 2018: Roughly 
57% of Oklahomans 
voted Yes on SQ788  



Types of Licenses 

1.  Patient license 
2.  Temporary license 
3.  Caregiver license 
4.  Dispensary license 
5.  Commercial grower license 
6.  Processing license 
7.  Transportation license 
8.  Special Research License 



Patient License 

Allows a patient to possess: 
-  3 ounces of marijuana on their 

person 
-  6 mature marijuana plants 
-  6 seedling plants 
-  1 ounce of concentrated marijuana 
-  72 ounces of edible marijuana 
-  8 ounces of marijuana at home 

Counties and cities may enact 
medical marijuana guidelines 
allowing patients access to MORE 
marijuana 



Patient License 

•  The Dept. of Health regulates licenses 
through the Oklahoma Medical Marijuana 
Authority (OMMA) 

•  Cost: $100 (or $20 for individuals on 
Medicaid) 

•  The OMMA began accepting applications 
on August 25, 2018 and is given 14 days 
to approve or reject each application 

•  As of August 29th (update this!), the OMMA 
had received 1363 patient licenses 



Temporary 
License 

Available for people from out-
of-state who have a valid 
license in their home state 

Cost: $100 

Duration: 30 days 



Caregiver License 
Available for caregivers of homebound 
patients 



Dispensary 
License 

$5,000 fine or license revocation for selling to 
people who do not have a patient or caregiver 

license  

Non-Oklahoma residents may have up to a 25% 
ownership interest 

Cost: $2,500 



Commercial 
Grower 
License 

Cost: $2,500 
Compare to Arkansas: 
$100,000 license fee 

+ $500,000 
performance bond 

Growers sell 
marijuana to retailers 

& processors 

Wholesale, not taxed 

No limit on how much 
marijuana can be 

grown  



Processing License 

Cost: $2,500 

Distills or processes 
plants into 

concentrates, edibles, 
and other forms for 

consumption 

Sells to retailers or 
other processors 

Wholesale, not taxed 
May process 

marijuana into 
concentrated form for 

patients directly 

Food Safety 
Standards Board 

created to set 
standards for 
processors 



Transportatio
n License 

Issued to 
dispensary, 
grower, or 
processing 
licensees at 
no additional 

cost 

Transported 
in a locked 

container and 
clearly labeled 

as “Medical 
Marijuana or 
Derivative” 



Special 
Research 
License •  A researcher may apply to 

the Department of Health for 
a “special research license.”  

	



Fact vs. Fiction: 
What does 
SQ788 Say?  

Schools & landlords 
cannot refuse to 

enroll or lease to a 
person solely based 

on medical 
marijuana patient 

status… 

Unless it would 
cause the school or 

landlord benefits 
under federal law 

OSU/OU 



Employment Problems 



New Protected 
Class of Workers 
•  SQ788: 

•  Outlawed discrimination in hiring, 
termination or imposing any term or 
condition of employment or otherwise 
penalizing a person based upon either: 

•  Status as a medical marijuana 
license holder, or 

•  Positive drug test for marijuana or 
its components 



Employers MAY 
take action 
against a 

license holder 
who:	

 

Uses or possesses 
marijuana: 

While at work, or 
During the hours of 
employment 



Employers MAY 
take action 
against a 

license holder if: 
 

The employer would “imminently 
lose a monetary or licensing 

related benefit under federal law 
or regulations” if it fails to take 
action against a license holder 



Cannot withhold state-issued 
licenses from medical 

marijuana holders  
 

Could include concealed carry permits 



How Does This Affect 
Cities?  



Section 6(F) of 
SQ788 

•  “No city or local municipality may 
unduly change or restrict zoning 
laws to prevent the opening of a 
retail marijuana establishment.” 



Section 6(G) f 
SQ788 

•  “The location of any retail marijuana 
establishment is specifically 
prohibited within one thousand 
(1,000) feet from any public or 
private school entrance.” 



Taxation 



Sections 
7(A) & (B) of 

SQ788 

If proceeds exceed the needed amount to finance the regulatory office, then: 

75% goes to the General Revenue 
Fund for common education, and  

25% goes towards drug and alcohol 
rehab programs 

Applied primariliy to finance the regulatory office 

Collected at the point of sale 

Retail tax is 7% of the gross amount received by the seller 



OSDH Emergency Rules 



Approved by 
the Board of 
Health on 
August 1st 
and signed by 
the Governor 
on August 6, 
2018	
 

No longer require a Pharmacist to be on site at each 
dispensary 

Removed requirement of obtaining property owner’s 
written permission for homegrows 

Removed restriction on smokable marijuana 

Removed limitation on THC content 

Permanent rulemaking will occur before April 1, 2019 
when rules must be submitted to the legislature 



Comments 
from 

Commission
er Tom Bates 

• Addressed 3 major categories that 
need to be addressed by the 
Legislature: 

• Public health concerns 
• Operational concerns, and 
• Suggestions from other state 

agencies 



Public Health 
Concerns 

• The following need to be addressed 
statutorily: 

•  Include required laboratory testing  
•  Include recall procedures & 

storage standards 
• Child safety guidelines regarding 

labeling, packaging, advertising, 
etc. 

• Addition of marijuana to Clean 
Indoor Air statutes 

	



Operational 
Concerns 

•  The following need to be 
addressed statutorily: 

•  Give OSDH 90 days 
to approve or deny 
applications  

•  Extend 
implementation 
timeframe to a full 12 
months 

•  Establish fees for 
transportation, 
research, and 
caregiver licenses.		



Inter-Agency 
Committee 
Concerns 

•  Prohibit homegrow 
•  Prohibit smokable marijuana 
•  Establish criminal penalties for dispensing 

or giving medical marijuana to non-licensed 
individuals 

•  Require qualifying conditions for patient 
licenses 

•  Include physician training requirements 
•  Increase application fees and establish a 

separate license fee 
•  Reduce possession limits (after 788, ours 

are 6.5 times the felony limit in Colorado).  



What’s Next? 



Foreseeable Actions 

Joint 
Legislative 
Task Force 

Legislative 
Session 

Rulemaking 
•  OSDH 
•  Other Agencies 




